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ASL AT HPL ASL AT HPL 
Learn how accessibility enhances storytime. 

MEETING YOU WHERE YOU AREMEETING YOU WHERE YOU ARE  
Catch up with Gabi & Claire in LAB 316.Face masks are required  

at the library regardless of  
vaccination status.

Please be sure your mask covers 
both your nose and mouth.

For the latest information regarding the City of Janesville’s response to COVID-19, visit ci.janesville.wi.us.

Need a space to promote your 
community organization?

Check out the library’s display areas!

Call 608-758-6600 or email 
questions@hedbergpubliclibrary.org.

NON-PROFIT 
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STOP IN TO SEE HOW WE’RE CELEBRATING!
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Go to your library's website and click on HelpNow to get started.
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Visit our website
to get started.

tacos
teen advisory council of students

HEDBERG PUBLIC LIBRARY TEEN CENTRAL

o

JOIN USto help plan library programs& services for teens!

FIRST MEETING 
Tuesday, January 25 @ 4:30  WOODRUFF ROOM

Interested? 
Visit Teen Central for more info or email  
gdraxler@hedbergpubliclibrary.org.



MAIN STREET HOURS 
316 South Main Street
Janesville, Wisconsin 53545

Monday - Thursday    9 a.m. - 8 p.m. 
Friday & Saturday       9 a.m. - 5 p.m. 
Sunday      CLOSED

HPL EXPRESS HOURS 
Uptown Janesville • 2500 Milton Avenue
Janesville, Wisconsin 53545

Monday - Saturday    10 a.m. - 4 p.m. 
Sunday       CLOSED

LIBRARY CLOSINGS
Monday, May 30

CONTACT US 
Information Desk      608-758-6600 
Children’s Desk          608-758-6585
Questions@HedbergPublicLibrary.org

PROGRAM REMINDERS 
Never miss out on a program when you 
subscribe to receive weekly calendar 
reminders. Visit our website for details.

MEDIA RELEASE 
All persons visiting Hedberg Public Library may 
be photographed or recorded by library staff, 
local media or others. These images may appear 
without compensation or notification in the 
newspaper, regional broadcasts, publications, 
productions, on the Web, or in other printed or 
electronic materials related to the role and  
function of Hedberg Public Library. Individuals 
who do not wish to be photographed or  
recorded at a library program should contact 
library staff. Please note that no names will be 
used without expressed permission.

Please note:  Programs may be filmed  
by JATV public access.

HEDBERG
PUBLIC LIBRARY
Building Community

HedbergPublicLibrary.org

ON THE COVER
Young Adult Librarian Gabrielle Draxler  
and Innovation Librarian Claire Kinder  
chat about services for teens & adults  
in LAB 316.

shop | eat | drink | read
at Hedberg Public Library

The Ground Floor

Become a Friend of HPL and 
you get 20% off your purchase.

HEDBERG PUBLIC LIBRARY
FRIENDS OF

The Friends of HPL is a nonprofit volunteer 
group that supports the library in many ways. 
The Friends operate The Ground Floor in the 
lower lobby, selling used books, gifts, snacks,  
and beverages. 

Membership dues and proceeds from the  
shop and other fundraisers enhance the  
library and its services.

Memberships start at just $20.
Use our safe and secure PayPal link online  
OR fill out our membership form to become 
a Friend of HPL! Already a Friend? Renew today!

LOVE THE LIBRARY? LOVE THE LIBRARY? BECOME A FRIEND!BECOME A FRIEND!

In December 2021, just before the holidays began,  
I was honored to receive a visit from Forward  
Janesville Ambassadors announcing that Forward 
Janesville, Inc. (FJI) had selected the library as their 
2021 Educator of the Year.

FJI presents the award annually to an individual or 
group who has actively encouraged partnerships 
between the business and educational communities. 
The distinction recognizes a nominee’s use of  
community business resources and adapts their 
learning curriculum to fit industry standards. 

The HPL’s efforts towards training, collaboration, and 
advocacy for education are roles acknowledged in 

this award, with the nominating contributor saying: 

In January, our Programming and Outreach  
Coordinator, René Bue, was named the 2022  
recipient of the YWCA Racial Justice Award. 

The Racial Justice Award recognizes an individual 
that actively strives to eliminate racism and  
promotes racial equality. Individuals nominated 
demonstrate leadership and service to others, 
which René has spent many years doing for Janesville 
and Rock County. Recipients are nominated by 
members of the community. 

“ The hours of commitment to organize and plan events, as well as serv-
ing on local committees such as the Janesville Police Department Latino 
Liaison Advisory Committee and the African American Liaison Advisory 
Committee, exhibit René’s significant involvement in the struggle for 
peace, justice, freedom, and dignity for all people.”  – Vicki Brown, Diversity Action Team of Rock County

To round out the first few months of the year, we were visited 
by a representative from the office of Governor Evers 
presenting the library with Governor Commendations; 
one for library services and another for the HPL Bookmobile. 
Assistant Director Charles Teval and Programming and 
Outreach Coordinator René Bue were on-hand to receive 
these surprise recognitions.

I’m proud to say that Hedberg Public Library has always 
put the community first with our programs and services, 
and we are extremely appreciative of local and state  

organizations who take the time to recognize the work we have been doing to improve our 
local community, from an educational, business, and cultural perspective. 

I am humbled to accept these award on behalf of our incredible staff who continue to be on the 
front lines, during difficult circumstances, making a difference in the community every day.

A  REWARDING START TO 2022
A MESSAGE FROM THE DIRECTOR

“ In sum, the Hedberg Public Library is really an educational life companion 
for all Janesville’s citizens, and is a true community treasure.” 
- Nominating Contributor 

Bryan J. McCormickBryan J. McCormick
Library DirectorLibrary Director

The Hedberg Public Library Foundation conducted an end-of-year fundraising campaign and raised more than $15,000 to support library 
programs, services, and building projects. We would like to the thank the following donors for their generosity and support:

Anonymous 

Alice Babler

Alta D. Reilly

Amanda Boman

Anne Thomas

Anthony and Kay Briski

Aron Bussan
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2021 Annual Campaign Fund

THE GIVING TREETHE GIVING TREE
The Friends of HPL would like to thank the 
patrons for their amazing generosity this past 
holiday season.  

Hedberg Public Library received more than 250 
items for The Giving Tree, and the HPL Express 
Branch at Uptown Janesville received 75 items 
for their Giving Tree. 

The donations are greatly appreciated and 
will be put to good use by library staff in the 
coming year!



HPL provides a wide variety of subscription databases FREE to 
library cardholders. Below are a few recent additions, available now!

AtoZ Food America
The world's largest database of American food, culture, and  
recipes. With thousands of recipes, hundreds of fascinating 
culture and ingredient articles, and essential culinary resources, 
Food America brings United States cuisines to you!

Global Road Warrior
Explore the countries of the world through their culture, history, 
language, travel information, facts, and statistics.

Gale Business Insights: Essentials
Business database that combines authoritative information and  
statistical data with analytical tools to explore real world applications.

Newspaper Archive: Wisconsin
Find births, deaths, news, and more! Includes thousands of  
pages from the Janesville Gazette.

Visit HedbergPublicLibrary.org to explore  
all of our online resources.

NEW DATABASESNEW DATABASESQ&A WITH GABI & CLAIREQ&A WITH GABI & CLAIRE

Find out what’s new in LAB 316 with Young Adult Librarian,  
Gabrielle Draxler, and Innovation Librarian, Claire Kinder!
LAB 316 is made possible in part by a generous donation from  
Grainger Foundation, Inc.

Q:  As we adjust to pandemic life, what programs are available 
at HPL for adults and how can patrons still connect with librarians?  

CK: We have some really awesome ways we are meeting patrons 
virtually. This includes Facebook Live programs where they can tune in 
and chat with us during programs like our Craft & Chat. We have similar 
programs where patrons can come to HPL and pick up a kit with all the 
supplies needed to complete a project at home. On our Twitch channel, 
patrons can chat with me and Gabi during Pages and PositiviTea, where 
we discuss books and the world around us. We also introduced gaming 
to our channel, and patrons can watch as I attempt to play some of the 
latest video games. Find our channel at twitch.tv/pages_and_positivi_tea 
or the HPL Facebook page to join in! 

GD: We are doing our best to meet everyone where they are, whether 
that means comfort level of being out and about, or accessibility to the 
days and times of our programs, or even having the energy to come and 
visit us or hang out with us on our live platforms. We have recordings 
of many of our programs available on the HPL YouTube channel and 
archived Facebook videos so that patrons can experience a program 
on their schedule. We have beginner friendly Yoga programs for those 
trying to incorporate movement. Or they can watch Claire and I tackle 
new things like crafts, experiments, and DIY projects in our Try-Brarians 
series. There are frequent spills, and laughs in that one, and only  
sometimes smoke. The nice part about the YouTube channel is that  
patrons can revisit a program as often as they need to, such as the 
Adulting 101 or Mindful Moments episodes from last year, there are still 
some handy skills and tools in those videos that are always good to  
revisit. And who knows, maybe we’ll have to bring those back and 
feature new skills and mindfulness tips to help us continue adapting to 
these times. We are always looking for feedback on what our patrons 
want to see, learn, and do. So tell us! 

Q: What other virtual resources are available for patrons?  

CK: HPL offers a ton of innovative resources, and one of my favorites is  
CreativeBug, which provides access to a variety of crafting and hobby  
tutorials, all free with an HPL card. There’s also GALE Courses, with free 
classes for tons of things from business to arts.  

GD: CreativeBug is a mutual favorite since Claire and I both like to 
try new things and we have lots of hobbies, so be sure to check that 
one out! I also enjoy our Mango language learning app that works on 
conversational skills in a lot of languages. Hoopla is my go-to library 
resource when I’m not actually at the library. I love being able to take 
an audiobook with me wherever I go, especially one that is FREE! And if 
a patron is ever in need of a good book recommendation, they can use 

our BOOKED! service which offers personalized recommendations from 
a librarian without actually having to come talk to one - although you 
can come talk to us, too, because we are pretty cool. 

Q: What equipment is available and how can patrons access it?  

CK: In LAB 316 we have a ton of fun things for patrons to use. At the  
moment, we don’t have access to items but you can look forward to being 
able to use them in future programs. We have a sewing machine, polymer 
clay oven (great for shrinkydinks, too), a Cricut Maker (a computer driven 
cutting machine that can cut anything from paper to fabric to vinyl), 3D 
printer, and all the craft supplies you can think of!   

GD: A lot of the cool equipment that the library has is difficult to use 
during the pandemic. However, we are making supplies and skills  
available through activities like our Take & Make Kits for teens and 
adults. While it would be much more fun to gather together to learn a 
sewing project with fellow crafters, we are still providing the materials 
and instructions for patrons to learn and practice safely on their own. 
The Take & Makes are a great example of us bringing the library to our 
patrons. While we can’t wait to build a giant LEGO Titanic model, or play 
with Star Wars Droids, or make waffles together, we promise that all of 
those fun things will be ready and waiting for them when the  
opportunity returns.  

Q: What can we look forward to this spring and summer?  

CK: Our Seed Library is coming back! Patrons will be able pick up seeds 
from HPL for free. We are planning programs designed to teach patrons 
how to garden, whether they live in a one-bedroom apartment or a 
house with an available yard. Also, be sure to keep an eye out for more 
information on our Community Garden.  

GD: Claire already planted the seed about our Community Garden and 
we are both so excited for that. Our goal is to provide free resources and 
skills for growing your own food. We have a lot of big plans for that and 
we can’t wait for them to grow! (Yes, food puns are my favorite.)  
We’ll also have another iteration of the Summer Library Challenge 
which is for all ages from birth through...as old as you are. There are 
fun challenges that are customizable to the kind of interests you have 
and the chance to win prizes all summer long. Claire and I also always 
look forward to QuestCon because we are proud geeks. And while it 
had some struggles the last few years with various obstacles, we have 
our fingers crossed that this year will be successful and super geeky! As 
always, we love to do what our patrons are interested in so if you have 
things you’d like to see happen this year, now’s the time to tell us.  

Stop in to visit LAB 316 and visit our website calendar  
for up-to-date programs and activity information!

#DiscoverShareCreateConnect

2021 @ YOUR LIBRARY

148,541 total vISITS

141,476  
physical visits 545,687       checked out

438,584 physical items 
107,103 ebooks and digital items

total 
items

12,297 
questions
asked and answered 
by our friendly staff

553
programs

15,439
attendees

97 outreach 
visits to

6 ,372 community
members

737
Meetings and 
room bookings

2,288
attended by 

people and
organizations

15,119
computer sessions

17,029
WI-FI sessions

Finding our way to a new normal.

14,130
virtual visits

3,662
volunteer hours

WHAT TO READ NEXTWHAT TO READ NEXT

#DiscoverShareCreateConnect

Looking for your next favorite read?  
Let HPL staff point you in the right direction! 
It’s no surprise that the library has more than a few avid readers on 
staff - and they love sharing their favorites with patrons! Get staff  
reading recommendations online, at the library, or sent straight to 
your inbox.

Look for slides like the ones above on the digital signs at the library 
or on our social media sites. New books are posted every few weeks.

If you’re at the library, check out the Staff Picks shelves. They’re 
packed with hand-picked favorites every day. While you’re there, 
browse our timely book displays to find titles you may not have 
otherwise considered.

Want more personalized suggestions? Submit a BOOKED! request 
on our website and staff will email you a list of books they think 
you’ll love based on your interests.

If you’re still looking for more after all that - don’t forget about 
Novelist - a free online resource available to library cardholders.

BOOK     D!E PERSONALIZED READING SUGGESTIONS 
DELIVERED STRAIGHT TO YOUR INBOX.



SIGNING AT STORYTIMESIGNING AT STORYTIME

Weekly storytimes in the HPL Children’s Room not only provide 
the library’s youngest patrons with an opportunity to listen, learn, 
and explore, but also create special connections between staff and 
the families. “That friendship and trust often spills out into the rest 
of our interactions,” explains HPL Youth Services Associate Jamie 
Swenson. “We love this part of our job. Especially when we see the 
difference storytime has made in a family’s life.” 

In September 2021, Gabby, a patron Swenson recognized from 
weekly storytimes, approached the Children’s Desk. “I had seen 
her signing with her daughter, so I knew to remove my mask so 
she could lip read,” Swenson explains. Through lip reading and the 
exchange of notes on paper, Swenson learned that Gabby was deaf 
and her two-year-old daughter Giselle was hearing. Gabby inquired 
which storytime would be right for her young daughter, and if it 
would be possible for the library to provide an American Sign Lan-
guage (ASL) interpreter during those programs. “I answered with an 
enthusiastic ‘Yes!,’ and her face lit up,” Swenson says.

Gabby and her husband Thaddeus, who is also deaf, brought Giselle 
to HPL’s Wiggle & Rhyme, a weekly early literacy storytime with 
books, puppets, songs, and movement activities. Even though an 
interpreter was not available that first week, the family was able to 
enjoy the interactive storytime thanks to assistance from Swenson 
and other Youth Services staff members Julie and Mary. 

The following weeks, Leah from Purple Communications, which 
provides onsite ASL interpreting services, attended the storytimes 
and “we all saw Giselle blossom in her willingness to interact and 
communicate both with ASL and verbally,” Swenson relates. 

Throughout the semester, the family continued to attend scheduled 
storytimes, and came to the library other times to play in the  
Children’s Room. “Our relationship has grown and Gabby has 
brought other family and friends to the library,” says Swenson. 

In early December, Gabby and Giselle were playing in the Children’s 
Room and when Swenson greeted them, Giselle sang Wheels on 
the Bus with her and her mom. “Giselle was excited to help me put 
up a lighted tree and we had a very nice visit,” recalls Swenson. 
Later, Gabby sent an email expressing her gratitude: 

“These little moments are indeed what make my life at HPL rock, 
too,” says Swenson. “I am thankful to have made this family’s  
acquaintance and to be able to support them in our library community 
by providing an ASL interpreter for storytimes so that they can have 
the same meaningful experience as every other family.” 

Young Giselle is excited to try “everything” that the HPL has to offer, 
her mom notes. Additionally, this experience inspired Swenson 
to continue her own education in ASL with a course through the 
University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee. 

Thanks to a generous gift from Dollar General, HPL will provide an ASL 
interpreter at upcoming storytimes, which are noted on our calendar. 

“This is amazing,” said Gabby of the donation. “Having you all go the 
extra mile for the deaf community means so much to us.”

Library Director Bryan McCormick announced the $10,000 donation 
from the Janesville Dollar General Distribution Center in January. 
“We are grateful for the continued support of Dollar General, and 
other businesses like them, who recognize the impact they can 
have through their library donation,” he said.

Employees at the local 
Dollar General distribution 
center voted for HPL to 
receive the funds, noting 
the valuable services  
and resources that the 
library provides for  
the community. 

In addition to funding an ASL interpreter, the gift will be used to 
fund other library programs and services that provide access to 
technology, information, and assistance to residents, businesses, 
and other organizations in and around Janesville.

Need an ASL interpreter at a library program?
If you or someone you know needs access to a sign language  
interpreter for an upcoming program, email your request to  
questions@hedbergpubliclibrary.org.

#DiscoverShareCreateConnect

“ Thank you again for your time with 
Miss Giselle today. She had so much 
fun! It’s the little things that you do 
that make our experience at the 
Hedberg library amazing! You rock!

“
for all ages2022 HPL SUMMER LIBRARY CHALLENGE

Begins Monday, June 6.  

#HPLSummer #ReadingWave #BuildingCommunity #DiscoverShareCreateConnect

Watch our website and social media pages for details on how we’ll be  
exploring Oceans of Possibilities at your library this summer! SAVE THE DATESAVE THE DATE  

Mark your calendars for our first  
BookFest on Saturday, June 25, from 
10-4 p.m. We’ll feature published 
Wisconsin authors, a storytime, book 
signings, a discussion panel, and more. 

Are you an author interested  
in hosting a table? 
Email us for more information at 
pschomber@hedbergpubliclibrary.org. 

GOTCHA MOMENTSGOTCHA MOMENTS
May is Get Caught Reading Month!  
Post a pic on Facebook or Instagram of you or a member of 
your family getting “caught” reading using the hashtags below.

Take home a fun bookmark if we catch you reading at the library!

#GetCaughtReading #HedbergPublicLibrary 

#DiscoverSHARECreateConnect

Brought to you by a Partnership Between the City of Janesville,  
Hedberg Public Library, and the School District of Janesville. 

A StoryWalk® is a book that has been dismantled, laminated, and presented page 
by page on pedestals. The StoryWalk® mission is to promote early literacy, physical 
activity, and family time in nature.

The StoryWalk® in the Arboretum, located at 3550 W. Cty. Hwy A 
will be along the Jolyn Beeman Trail. The total distance is  
approximately a half mile (0.25 miles down and 0.25 miles back). 
The permanent StoryWalk® pedestals will be up year-round 
with the story changing out seasonally (Spring, Summer, Fall, 
Winter). All stories will focus on a nature theme.

The spring book is Thank You, Earth by April Pulley Sayre. 

StoryWalk®
at the Robert O. Cook Memorial Arboretum

We need awesome teen volunteers to help us with our 2022 Summer Library Challenge.

Earn volunteer hours by participating! Must have completed 8th grade by the end of  
the school year to apply. Fill out and turn in a volunteer application at the library.

QUESTIONS?
Contact Gabi at 608-758-6587 or gdraxler@hedbergpubliclibrary.org.

WE NEED SUMMER VOLUNTEERS!

WINDOW
WORDS

HEDBERG PUBLIC LIBRARY’S

Poetry
CHALLENGE

CELEBRATE NATIONAL POETRY MONTH 

PRIZE
DRAWING
Entry Form

Fill out and return this slip to the box of the 
prize you’d like to win.
Winners will be drawn at random and contacted by library sta�. 
Prizes will be held for 2 weeks after the drawing. 
Unclaimed prizes will be used for other library events.

NAME:

AGE (circle one) :     3-10 years        11-15 years        16 & up

PHONE:

EMAIL:

HEDBERG
PUBLIC LIBRARY
Building Community

FOR ALL AGES

CELEBRATE NATIONAL
POETRY MONTH
Poets of all ages can look for HPL’s 
Window Words posted in downtown 
businesses throughout the month of April 
and use at least three of them to create a 
poem (Free Verse, Haiku, Couplet, etc.) 

Submit your piece to the library and be 
entered into our poetic prize drawing. 
Visit our website for challenge details! 

MARCH  IS  
NATIONAL 
CRAFT MONTH

Grab your library card & explore your creativity!

STREAM ART & CRAFT 
CLASSES FOR FREE AT


